
 

Corporation of Hamilton Board Meeting No. 1/2013/LCS                                                                                   Page 1 of 7 

Page 000272 

 

Corporation of Hamilton Board Meeting, City Hall, Hamilton – 9 January 2013 

  

Present:  Rt. Wor. Graeme Outerbridge, JP, Chairman 

   Alderman Donal Smith, JP 

   Alderman Carlton Simmons, JP 

   Alderman Gwyneth Rawlins, JP 

     Councillor Keith Davis 

     Councillor RoseAnn Edwards 

     Councillor Lawrence Scott 

                

Staff:   The Treasurer – Gary Edwards  

     City Engineer – Patrick Cooper 

     The Secretary – Ed Benevides, JP 

     Communications Manager – Aderonke Bademosi Wilson 

     Assistant Treasurer – Tanya Iris 

     Human Resources Manager – Lindell Foster 

    

  Apologies:  Councillor Troy Symonds 

     Councillor George Scott, JP  

     Events Project Manager – Danilee Trott     

     

 

1. Review of Corporation Minutes of 5 December 2012 

 

The minutes are approved as amended with the changes:  

 

The Secretary said there a number of Resolutions that were listed as Recommendations and 

the wording “That the Board approve or add” has been inserted. 

 

Page 2 of 6- 

RESOLUTION: “That the Board approve the proposed fee of $2300.10 to do that 

survey”. 

RESOLUTION: “That the Board approve the new pricing structure for the light pole 

banners and the additional pricing structure for the City Hall banners in the front and 

the fence banners”. 

RESOLUTION: “That the Board add the damage deposit to the application for the rental 

of City premises”. 

 

Page 3 of 6 – 

RESOLUTION: “That the Board approve the amended Hamilton Streets and Sidewalks 

Ordinance so that it can move forward with publishing it with the changes that were 

implemented”. 
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RESOLUTION: “That the Board approve the land of the property on corner of 

Dundonald/Court Street at Board level and incorporate as much of the other plan that 

had been submitted from the Property Committee as possible”.    

       

PROPOSED AMENDED RESOLUTION: “That the Board approve the Lindberg & Simmons 

plan for Court/Dundonald Street property incorporating as much of the internal Property 

Committee plans as possible”. 

 

Page 6 of 6 –  

RESOLUTION: “That the Board accepts contractor C’s bid as recommended to paint City 

Hall roof.” 

RESOLUTION: “That the Board approve the 2013 Budget as presented to the Finance 

Committee at the last meeting which was presented to the Board in their package”. 

 

The Mayor moved that the minutes be accepted with the noted changes that have been 

highlighted by the Secretary. 

 

Proposed: The Mayor       Seconded: Alderman Rawlins 

Unanimous 

 

2. Matters Arising 

 

The Secretary said the first action item is ongoing, the discussion regarding the policies 

concerning properties and/or events which has not come back from the Staff, Legislative & 

Governance Committee as yet.  The Mayor queried the timeline for receiving this 

recommendation.  Councillor L. Scott said once the item is placed on the agenda, discussed and 

agreed upon then will recommend a course of action to the Board.  The next Staff, Legislative 

& Governance meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 22 January, 2013. 

 

3. Review of Committee Minutes 

 

(a) Infrastructure, Development & Future – 10 December 2012 

 

There are no recommendations from the Committee for the meeting of 10 December 2012. 

 

(b)      Property & Safety – 14 December 2012 

 

In the absence of the Chairman, the Secretary said there was originally a recommendation 

out of this Committee but based on information presented at that meeting and subsequent to 

that, additional information has come forward and should go back to the Committee to 

confirm that the recommendation stands. 
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(c)      Staff, Legislative & Governance – 18 December 2012 

 

The Staff, Legislative and Governance Committee have put a recommendation to the Board to 

approve the Governance Committee to make a decision on a consultant to work along with the 

Council and liaise with the Secretary to negotiate the new BPSU agreement.   

 

The Secretary said the resolution would be that the Board approves the Governance 

Committee to make that decision.  Normally the Board would approve a consultant but the 

Board would now be delegating that authority to the Committee if this resolution passes. 

 

Alderman Simmons said his understanding was for the Council to make that selection. 

Councillor L. Scott said that this was what the Committee had suggested in their discussion 

and he had agreed to that decision to have the Governance Committee make the selection.  He 

said if the Board wants to take that responsibility, that decision could be made. 

 

The Secretary said this was a recommendation to delegate that authority and if the wish is to 

decline the recommendation, then the responsibility still remains with the Council at all times. 

 

The recommendation was withdrawn. 

 

RESOLUTION: That the Board declines the invitation to participate in the 

Commonwealth/Overseas Territories’ anniversary book. 

 

Proposed:  The Committee    Seconded:  Alderman Simmons 

Unanimous 

 

 RESOLUTION: That the Board approve a modification of the retirement policy so that 

decisions for extending those contracts in conferring with the Secretary are brought to 

the Governance Committee for discussion with a recommendation to the Board. 

 

Proposed:  The Committee    Seconded:  Alderman Simmons 

Unanimous 

 

(d)      Finance – 19 December 2012 

 

RESOLUTION: That the Board approve Argus Insurance for the next three years for 

property insurance. 

 

Alderman Rawlins was excused from the meeting. 

 

The Secretary said the Finance Committee had proposed and gone out to the insurances that 

insured property and competitors and the best bid was the insurance company that is in place  
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now and was also the lowest bid. The Finance Committee recommended to the Board that the 

Corporation continue with that company.  

 

The Treasurer advised that two (2) companies had submitted bids. 

 

Proposed:  The Finance Committee   Seconded:  Councillor Davis 

Passed 

 

Alderman Rawlins joined the meeting. 

      

Alderman Simmons said he had observed that there has been minimal to no participation with 

regards to receiving RFP’s and should possibly look at the process in greater detail.  The 

Mayor reminded that this would be going over to the active online process that will also help 

to get the RFP’s out to a wider audience. 

 

Alderman Smith queried the timeline regarding the commencement of the online process.  The 

City Engineer said the first steps for going online were made today and the web link has been 

connected.  In the City of Hamilton web page in the top right hand corner, there is a tab 

called tender, click there and then will come to the tendering site.  The Secretary said they 

were in the process of amending the document in that regard and the City Engineer said the 

documentation is being worked on but there will be ongoing issues, i.e. text, etc. and would 

certainly have to advertise so that it would get known that it is available by the public. 

 

The Mayor requested that Alderman’s Simmons’ recommendation to look at how the 

Corporation promotes the RFP’s be examined and the proper promotion and the widest 

broadcasts of those requests be noted to get better participation. 

 

Councillor L. Scott asked if the existing policy and the proposed policy of the tendering 

process had been synced.  The City Engineer said that existing policy does need certain 

modifications to it going forward, i.e. if tendering a project, it is mandatory per the 

Corporation’s policy, has to be advertised in The Royal Gazette, that may not be required 

going forward.  All tenders will go online and they will be running a dual system of advertising 

in The Royal Gazette that will then drive interested persons to the site until there is a level 

of comfort with this process. 

 

Alderman Smith asked the length of time of the advertising to allow the public sufficient 

time to comprehend and embrace this process.  The City Engineer said that he would be 

having discussions with the Communications Manager to ascertain what would be realistic.  

When putting out a tender and see who responds, could gauge as to whether the right 

audience has been targeted. 

 

The Secretary said this the first time this process has happened in a Government or a 

Municipality, certainly in Bermuda and will keep the Council abreast of the responses and 

adjust the communication message accordingly. 
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4. Public Presentation 

 

The Board recognized Ms. Tia Maria Robinson, a teacher at the Dellwood Middle School and 

some of her students who came as concerned citizens of the City of Hamilton.  The students 

were very enterprising under the direction of Ms. Robinson and wanted to put a proposal to 

the City to consider and discuss a dangerous sidewalk/crosswalk issue.  They were commended 

for their activism and the Board was thankful for their participation in this important process 

in making the City a better and safer place.   

 

Ms. Robinson said at Dellwood Middle School in the Design and Technology programme the 

curriculum had asked to look at environment enhancement.  Instead of looking at recycling and 

some of the other issues of the environment, they decided to look in their front yard.  The 

problem had to be identified so students would learn to compose a design brief and then come 

up with possible solutions after research had been done. They had to look at appropriate uses 

of materials and other design solutions, modifying and evaluating at every stage.   

 

They went out on to the sidewalk which could not be accessed because of traffic and vehicles 

parked on the sidewalk.  Pictures were taken and then they looked at the resurfacing of the 

asphalt which had been compromised as a result of the traffic in the area.  They were also 

cognizant that disabled persons were not able to access the sidewalk as well.  Some of the 

students were of the belief that because of the school’s location, not much attention would be 

given to the campus and Ms. Robinson wanted to dismiss that belief. 

 

She then asked the students to share their concerns and this was shown through the pictures 

taken. There were concerns relating to cars parking on the sidewalk, persons speeding in that 

area, not stopping at the junction which could possibly cause accidents at some point. There 

are also blind spots whereby the students have to guess when cars are coming. 

 

On behalf of the Dellwood Middle School, a student thanked the Board for the opportunity to 

come in and speak about their concerns in their community. He invited the Board to drive 

through the area to see what the situation really looked like. 

 

Alderman Smith suggested the Board have photos taken with the group and thanked teacher 

Robinson for having the insight to bring the students in. 

  

The Secretary said this matter had been brought to the attention of the Corporation before 

and there is a plan of action in place and suggested presenting these ideas and get feedback 

from the school. The Mayor asked that they sign the guest book and had the Board stand and 

give thanks to Ms. Robinson and her students. 

 

Alderman Smith said it is important when the Secretary and the City Engineer goes to the 

school to make the presentation, if someone from the Council could be notified to attend as 

well.  He also suggested speaking with the Communications Manager who might be able to 

assist with getting some press on this matter to show that the Council is on a positive note. 

The Secretary said he would work out some attendance dates with the teacher, get the plans 

together and send out.     
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5. Any Other Business 

  

 The Secretary spoke to representation on various Government Boards and sent out to the 

Chairman the various Boards that sit under Infrastructure and Property. He shared some 

recommendations for persons to represent in the coming year. 

   

 Infrastructure 

   

 Marine and Ports - Alderman Smith (replacing a staff member) and Alderman Simmons 

    (currently serving) 

 Fire Advisory  - Councillor G. Scott and City Engineer - Patrick Cooper  

 Planning - City Engineer - Patrick Cooper 

 

 Property 

 

 Library Board  - Parks Superintendent - Steven DeSilva and to add Alderman Simmons to 

replace Councillor L. Scott. 

  

 Alderman Simmons said that Councillor Symonds and in particular Councillor G. Scott had 

expressed a possible interest in the Planning Board and traditionally it has been a technical 

officer. He also said he would like to know more about the Library Board before accepting. 

Councillor L. Scott advised the Library Board was responsible for promoting Reading Weeks, 

public participation in the Adult and Children’s Libraries and keeping the Library alive in the 

community. The Board met once a month. 

  

 Alderman Simmons said he was interested in the Planning Board as well but did not know the 

details involved in that regard.  The Secretary advised that the Planning Board meets every 

Wednesday morning for about 4 – 5 hours and every Friday morning for about 2 – 3 hours.  

Friday is on a rotation basis and there are at least two serving members on every Friday.  

There are also site visits and hearings that go forward and suggested about 250+ hours per 

year for those meetings.  The Secretary said the rate is $50 per meeting. 

 

 The Mayor said in the case where there is an agreement, could they be done because of the 

timeline of the gazetting of the new boards. The Secretary said it would depend on how the 

new Government was going to publish the boards; it has been published where it says the 

representative of the Corporation of Hamilton or St. George whereby the name is not 

published. It has been past practice for some Governments to publish the names because the 

names are still listed.  

 

 The Mayor suggested proceeding with the decided appointments, Marine and Ports and Fire 

Advisory Boards and the others put forward as a Corporation of Hamilton appointee and 

advise Government when the recommendations were finalised. The Secretary said most of the 

boards are statutory and would advise the Assistant to write to the ones that have been 

appointed and advise the others as soon as is possible. The Planning and Library Boards will 

remain until he hears back from Alderman Simmons.   
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 Alderman Smith introduced a letter to the Mayor from the Chaplain, Elder Kevin Santucci who 

had been in a meeting with Bruce Wilson, a renowned Minister of Music and an Associate  

 Professor and Director of the Washington Concert Winds in Washington, D.C.  Mr. Wilson 

would like to bring in a band of 40 persons to give a number of free concerts in Bermuda 

through schools and institutions.  He would like to put on one (1) concert in the Earl Cameron  

 Theatre from 7pm until 8:30 pm on the proposed date of March 14, 2013.  The Chaplain   

supports the concert as a free will offering to assist in their cause.    

         

 The Mayor suggested directing this information to Councillor Symonds to make the 

appropriate contact with the Corporation’s executive staff and bring back to the Board with a 

recommendation. 

 

 

 

  

The public part of the meeting closed at 1:25 pm. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________  _______________________________ 

Date        Mayor 

 

 

 

        _______________________________ 

        Secretary 

 

 


